
Value College Criteria Checklist
Objective: To help you identify and prioritize what you're looking for in 
a college, making your search more focused and efficient.

Student Name: _____________________________Current Grade: 
_____________________________Primary Major Interest: 
_____________________________

Section 1: Academic Considerations

◦ Program Strength
◦ Does the college have a strong program in your intended 

major?
◦ Availability of specific courses or specializations within your 

major.
◦ Research opportunities or undergraduate research 

programs available?
◦ Faculty expertise in your area of interest.
◦ Academic Environment
◦ Class size preferences (small, large, or a mix).
◦ Teaching style (lecture-based, seminar-style, project-based 

learning).
◦ Availability of AP/IB credit or dual enrollment opportunities.

Section 2: Location and Environment



◦ Geographic Location
◦ Urban [ ] Suburban [ ] Rural
◦ Climate preference (e.g., warm, cold, moderate).
◦ Proximity to home or specific cities.
◦ Campus Culture
◦ Type of student body (diverse, specific community focus).
◦ Campus vibe (party school, quiet study environment, 

activism-oriented).
◦ Size of the student population.

Section 3: Student Life

◦ Extracurricular Activities
◦ Availability of clubs or organizations matching your 

interests.
◦ Sports programs (participation or fan culture).
◦ Greek life presence.
◦ Housing and Facilities
◦ Quality and types of on-campus housing.
◦ Facilities for your major (labs, studios, libraries).
◦ Dining options and quality.
◦ Support Services
◦ Academic advising, career services, mental health support.
◦ Accessibility services if needed.

Section 4: Financial Aspects

◦ Cost
◦ Tuition and fees within your budget.
◦ Estimated cost of living (room, board, books).
◦ Financial Aid
◦ Availability of need-based aid.
◦ Merit scholarships or grants.
◦ Work-study programs.



◦ Return on Investment
◦ Job placement rates post-graduation.
◦ Alumni network strength in your field.

Section 5: Admission Criteria

◦ Selectivity
◦ Acceptance rate (how competitive is it to get in?).
◦ Average GPA and test scores of admitted students.
◦ Admission Process
◦ Early decision/action options.
◦ Interview requirements or options.
◦ Demonstrated interest policies.

Section 6: Cultural and Social Fit

◦ Diversity
◦ Racial, ethnic, and cultural diversity of the student body.
◦ Support for international students.
◦ Inclusivity
◦ Policies and programs for inclusivity (LGBTQ+, disability, 

etc.).
◦ Cultural and religious groups or centers.
◦ Values
◦ Does the institution's mission align with your personal 

values?

Section 7: Post-Graduation Outlook

◦ Graduate School Preparation
◦ Strong pre-professional advising for your intended path.
◦ Partnerships with graduate schools or direct admission 

programs.



◦ Career Services
◦ Internship opportunities, career fairs, alumni connections.
◦ Global Opportunities
◦ Study abroad programs or international partnerships.

Section 8: Personal Priorities

1. List three personal priorities not covered above:
2.
3.
4.

Use this checklist to rank your priorities by marking each item with a 
number from 1 to 3 (1 being the highest priority). After filling this out, 
revisit your list to ensure your college choices align with what matters 
most to you. Remember, your preferences might evolve, so feel free to 
update this checklist as you learn more about yourself and colleges.


